Count Witte
Count Witte, as a financier, was inclined to seek in
purely material sources the dominating motive of all
politics, whether foreign or domestic, and to neglect the
im$onderabilia, to which even so positive a mind as Prince
Bismarck's assigned a role of the highest importance in
the life of nations.   The result was that Count Witte
often committed grave errors in his diagnosis of the
international   situation*   A   striking   instance  was   his
absolute failure to comprehend the nature of the rela-
tions between France and Germany and the psychology
of the French people; obsessed by the Utopian idea of
a continental coalition, he was convinced that no real
obstacle stood in the way of a participation by those
two nations in such a coalition.   I have already men-
tioned that when Count Witte was Minister of Finance
he had under his orders a veritable diplomatic service,
composed of so-called financial agents, attached to the
Russian embassies and legations of the two hemispheres.
These agents, most of whom were extremely active and
intelligent, performed their duties in complete inde-
pendence of their nominal diplomatic chiefs, corresponded
In cipher with the Finance Minister without even exhibit-
Jbgf their reports to their superiors, and did not scruple
to adopt and maintain political ideas that were opposed
to those of the official Russian diplomacy.   It was on
these agents that Count Witte relied to obtain support
for his project of an alliance between Russia, France and
Germany, based upon a community of material interests
and aimed against the preponderance of England in the
domain of finance and commerce.
In the last years of the period preceding the world-
war, when I was Ambassador at Paris, I had occasion to
discuss this question several times with Count Witte,
who used to stop at Paris on his way to Biarritz to join
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